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New animation video highlights tourist involvement Arctic beach 
cleanups 
 
February 17, 2021, Tromsø, Norway  
 

A new animation video will motivate travelers to help clean Arctic beaches 
and reduce their plastic footprint.  
 
It would have been an idyllic scene: A remote beach, ice floes in the distance and a lone 

seabird searching for its next meal. However, what the fulmar gobbles down is more likely 

to hurt it rather than to nourish it: A piece of plastic. The opening scene of the new 

animation video from the Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators (AECO) shows 

the harm that waste can cause when it ends up in the ocean and on the shoreline. 

While the realities of marine litter are heart-breaking, the video has an optimistic message. 

It explains how visitors to the Arctic can help clean up marine litter that originates from afar 

and ends up on Arctic shorelines. The animation also encourages travellers to continue at 

home by following the principles of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to minimize their plastic 

footprint.  

According to Melissa Nacke, environmental specialist at AECO, education is key to stopping 

plastic at its source.  

“Being part of beach clean-ups is an eye-opening experience. Expedition cruise tourism is an 

ideal platform for raising knowledge and engagement about environmental issues, such as 

marine litter. This video was created both to raise awareness of the problem of marine litter 

and to educate travelers on what they can to do be part of the solution. While this video is 

set in the Arctic, the principles that are outlined can be applied anywhere in the world,” says 

Nacke. 

AECO members have been involved in Arctic beach cleanups for over two decades. The 

video was made possible by funding from the Svalbard Environmental Protection Fund, the 

Norwegian Environment Agency and the Norwegian Retailers' Environment Fund. The 

animation was created by Raindog Studios.  

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/513067167
https://vimeo.com/513067167
http://www.raindog.no/


 
 

Suggested illustration photo 

High resolution illustration image can be downloaded here:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kfkl1wacmqq290b/AACtQ-6eOTWlCc5MUovtOOkLa?dl=0  

 The animation video is available here: https://vimeo.com/513067167  
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AECO - Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators 
The Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators is an international organization for 
expedition cruise operators and associates in the Arctic, dedicated to managing 
environmentally friendly, safe and considerate cruise tourism. With around 70 international 
members, including 47 vessel operators, owners and management, AECO represent the 
great majority of these operations in the Arctic. AECO works to ensure that expedition 
cruises and tourism in the Arctic is carried out with the utmost consideration for the 
vulnerable, natural environment, local cultures and cultural remains, as well as the 
challenging safety hazards at sea and on land. 
Website: www.aeco.no. 

 
AECO´s Clean Seas Project 
The Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators (AECO) is working to combat marine 
plastic pollution. As part of these efforts, AECO is working to drastically cut back on single-
use plastics on Arctic expedition cruise vessels, as well as enhance cruise passengers’ 
involvement in regular beach cleanups. AECO is also focus on educating passengers, staff 
and the public on what can be done to prevent marine plastic pollution. 
Website: https://www.aeco.no/clean-seas/  
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